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Chemical evolution
from cores to disks



Circumstellar disks Chemistry

·Important aspect of 
star formation

·Formation site of 
planets and comets

·Indirect origin of 
interplanetary dust and 
zodiacal light

·Spectroscopic 
observations often 
target molecules

·Chemistry traces 
physical properties

·Chemical composition 
of solar nebula 
inherited by planets 
and comets

Disks & chemistry: why do we care?
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Herbst & van Dishoeck (2009)


